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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

The chapters in this volume were first presented in a pre-
liminary form at the Second Annual Conference on Presidential Rhetoric,
held at Texas A&M University from March –, . These annual con-
ferences are sponsored by the Program in Presidential Rhetoric, a joint
venture of the Department of Speech Communication and the George
Bush School of Government and Public Service at Texas A&M.

Many hands helped to make the conference a success. We are particu-
larly grateful to the former presidential and vice presidential speechwriters
who participated in the conference: Jim McGrath, Sandy Muir, Curt Smith,
Craig R. Smith, and Gordon Stewart. Another former speechwriter, Paul
Erickson, never made it to the White House, but wrote for several presi-
dential candidates. Paul participated in the  conference as an academic.
A Harvard-trained Ph.D. in American Studies, Paul had discovered the
field of speech communication and was teaching in the Communication
Department at Emerson College until his untimely death, in , at age
forty-three. He will be missed.

Much has changed in the six years since these essays were originally pre-
sented. In , the Program in Presidential Rhetoric was part of the Cen-
ter for Presidential Studies, under the direction of Professor George C.
Edwards III. Today, we remain a part of the newly renamed Center for
Policy and Governance, now under the able direction of Professor Kenneth J.
Meier. In , the George Bush Presidential Library Foundation, under
executive director Don Wilson, was a strong supporter of our program.
Today, the Bush Foundation, under the leadership of former ambassador
Roman Popadiuk, is the major funding source for our annual conferences.
In , the Bush Presidential Library had yet to open its doors. Its first
director-in-waiting, David Alsobrook, was an enthusiastic participant in
the activities of the Program in Presidential Rhetoric. Today, Bush Library
director Douglas Menarchik is exploring ways in which to partner with
the Program in Presidential Rhetoric to deliver even better public pro-
gramming. In , the Department of Speech Communication was guided
by Linda Putnam. Today, it is under the direction of Richard L. Street, Jr.
To all of these individuals, both past and present, we owe a debt of thanks.

But, of course, not everything has changed. In , Linda and Herman
Giesen of Dallas, Texas, became the first private donors to support the
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Program in Presidential Rhetoric. Today, they are still supporting the Pro-
gram—and we thank them. They have been joined by Clementine and Emil
Ogden of College Station, Texas. We thank them, too. In , Professor
Ron Carpenter of the University of Florida conducted his speechwriting
workshop called “Write Well, Right Now” as part of the conference. He
has continued to offer the workshop over the intervening years, and we
appreciate his continuing efforts.

We express our thanks to all of the faculty and graduate students in the
Department of Speech Communication who helped to make these annual
conferences a reality. We could not do it without them. We also thank all
of the conference participants—those who chaired panels, responded to
papers, facilitated discussion groups, or served on scholarly roundtables.
Finally, we acknowledge the members of the Program in Presidential Rheto-
ric who put on the  conference—Leroy Dorsey, Marty Medhurst, Tarla
Rai Peterson, Rick Rigsby, Kurt Ritter, and Joe Shadler. And we welcome
the members we have added since , Jim Aune and Vanessa Beasley.


